
  
 

 

UKWPMED (2022) 

Widening participation in Medicine: 

A collaboration of UK Medical Schools 
 

This collaboration provides an exciting opportunity for school leavers from socially and/or 

educationally disadvantaged backgrounds to improve their chances of gaining a place at one of 

the participating medical schools. 

Eligible students will automatically receive an interview at any of the participating schools, and 

if successful at interview will be given a reduced offer which is currently ABB (This may be 

subject to change so candidates are advised to check Medical School websites before applying). 

At Birmingham and HYMS this is contingent on a firm acceptance of the offer. 

• Any student who completes any of the WP Programmes from the table below: 

Participating Medical Schools WP Programme 

Birmingham Medical School Routes to the Professions: Medicine 

Brighton and Sussex Medical School BrightMed 

Hull York Medical School Pathways to Medicine 

Keele University School of Medicine Steps2Medicine 

Manchester Medical School Manchester Access Programme 
Preston Widening Access Programme (for 
Medicine) 

Peninsula Medical School Peninsula Pathways 

 

• Successful completion is defined by each WP programme. 

• Applications may be made to one or more of the participating Medical Schools. 

• The pre-A level academic requirements, for each school to which an application is made, must 
be met in full. 

• All students will be required to meet the UCAT requirements for each school, except students 

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/teachers/pupil-opportunities/post-16/routes-to-professions.aspx
https://www.bsms.ac.uk/about/info-for-schools-teachers-parents/widening-participation-to-medicine.aspx
https://www.hyms.ac.uk/about/information-for-schools/pathways-to-medicine
https://www.keele.ac.uk/medicine/undergraduate/wideningparticipation/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/aspiring-students/map/
http://www.access.manchester.ac.uk/preston-widening-access-programme/
http://www.access.manchester.ac.uk/preston-widening-access-programme/
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/study/outreach/medicine-dentistry-biomedical-healthcare/peninsula-pathways-for-secondary-school-students


  
 

 

on BrightMed who can apply with BMAT if they have not taken UCAT 

• Brighton Sussex require BMAT for standard entry, although they will also accept applications 
from those on UKWPMED programmes who have only sat the UCAT. 

 

All applications for UKWPMED must be made through UCAS in 2022. 

The screenshots below show the section of your UCAS application where you must enter the 

relevant data which is in the Extra activities menu near the bottom of the side menu as shown 

in the screenshot. 

 

When you open this menu you will see the screenshot below. 

This allows you to add activities. For UKWPMED we 

recommend that you enter <Masterclass/subject> insight into 

Type of Activity. Then select <UKWPMED> from the dropdown 

in Activity provider. Then in Name of the activity/programme 

you should give the name of the course as above. <eg 

Steps2Medicine> 

 



  
 

 

By applying as part of UKWPMED through UCAS, you are consenting to allow each Medical 

School to check your eligibility by contacting the Medical School where you completed your WP 

programme.  

This principle applies to any aspect of your application, which can be checked by the recipient 

universities. 

o The UKWPMED scheme as described here is open only to Medicine applicants who apply via 

the standard UCAS process in the 2022–23 application cycle. 

o Medical Schools will consider only UKWPMED applicants who are eligible for Home (UK) 

fees, and each Medical School will follow their own procedures for determining this status. 

o The scheme is only applicable to Medicine A100. 

o Medical Schools may not consider applicants as part of the UKWPMED scheme if they have 

completed Year 13 at the time of application (check with medical school before applying). 

o All Medical Schools will follow their own admissions procedures. 

o An interview at one school does not guarantee an interview at another.  

o Although the benefits of the scheme are largely similar between schools there may be some 

differences. 

The organisers of your WP course should be able to give you advice about the scheme and 
answer any questions you might have. 

These programmes normally cater for local widening participation students. If there is a course 
local to you then use the links to check your eligibility and who to contact.  



  
 

 

No, as part of the collaborative project all students will get the same consideration whether 
they are from the host WP course or from another. 

No, unfortunately we can only offer the benefits of the scheme to students from a participating 
university medical school.  

We hope in time to add more schools to the collaboration. However, depending on your WP 
credentials, you might still get some benefits from the above medical schools. Check their 
websites for details. 

If you wish to take a gap year, either you should apply for deferred entry, or, if your application 
is successful, request that your offer is deferred.  

For deferral requests received after an application is submitted, each medical school will 
consider those requests according to its own policy. 

No, this will be picked up from your UCAS application. 

Speak to your WP course organiser about it and if they agree that this is likely then the Medical 
School should be contacted to check what has happened. 

Each Medical School has its own policy regarding resits. You will need to discuss with the school 
you are applying to whether they will be able to offer you any benefits under the scheme. 

You will not be entitled to the benefits of this scheme. However, depending on your WP 
credentials, they may be able to offer you some benefits. The details should be available on the 
website of the school. 

Each year the programme will be reviewed and may change as a result. Also, the Medical 
Schools and WP programmes involved may change. 



  
 

 

All successful applicants to the scheme will have succeeded at interview. No applicant will be 
given a place without an interview. 
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