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	MODULE SPECIFICATION TEMPLATE


	MODULE DETAILS

	Module title
	Evidence-Based Practice

	Module code
	MDM34

	Credit value
	20 credits

	Level

Mark the box to the right of the appropriate level with an ‘X’
	Level 4
	
	Level 5
	
	Level 6
	
	Level 7
	X
	Level 8
	

	
	Level 0 (for modules at foundation level)
	
	

	Entry criteria for registration on this module

	Pre-requisites
Specify in terms of module codes or equivalent
	Students should normally be registered on a higher degree programme (level 7 or higher) or be employed in an area where knowledge and understanding of health or social care literature is a requirement for achieving their day-to-day activities.

	Co-requisite modules

Specify in terms of module codes or equivalent
	None.

	Module delivery

	Mode of delivery
	Taught
	X
	Distance
	
	Placement
	
	Online
	

	  
	Other
	

	

	Pattern of delivery
	Weekly
	
	Block
	
	Other
	X – Two days taught / one day presentation.

	

	When module is delivered
	Semester 1
	X
	Semester 2
	
	Throughout year
	

	
	Other
	

	Brief description of module content and/ or aims
Overview (max 80 words)
	This module is suitable for those engaged in a health setting such as general practitioners, practice nurses, physiotherapists, etc. who are undertaking clinical duties in daily lives, or those students that are in a master’s programme and who wish to enhance their skills in applying research literature, policies and guidelines. The module aims to provide students with an appreciation of the elements of evidence based practice and its role in decision making.

	Module team/ author/ coordinator(s)
	John Anderson (Module Leader)


	School
	Division of Medical Education, BSMS

	Site/ campus where delivered
	Falmer

	Course(s) for which module is appropriate and status on that course

	Course
	Status (mandatory/ compulsory/ optional)

	MRes Medical Research
	Optional

	PG Cert Diabetes in Primary Care
	Mandatory

	
	

	
	


	MODULE AIMS, ASSESSMENT AND SUPPORT

	Aims
	The aim of this module is to develop an understanding of the principles and components of Evidence-Based Practice.

	Learning outcomes
	On successful completion of the module students will be able to demonstrate:

· comprehensive evidence-searching skills;

· critical appraisal of research and other evidence for its validity and usefulness;

· ability to incorporate the findings into decisions in clinical practice;

· Understanding role of health economics in evidence based practice

· evaluation of implemented changes in practice.

· Awareness of principles of equity in service evaluation and provision.

	Content
	Background

· historical context

· principles and methods

· usefulness of evidence-based practice

· applicability to own clinical practice

Finding Evidence

· electronic and non-electronic search strategies 

· key medical and health databases

Critical Appraisal

· availability of critical appraisal tools

· hands-on critical appraisal of key study designs

· what statistics to look for in a paper 

Health Economics

· Appreciating role of health economics in practice of medicine

· Practicalities of translating evidence into practice from a health economics perspective

Health Inequalities 

Incorporating the Findings into:

· clinical decision making

· implementing change

Evaluating Change

· role of audit

· implementing findings

	Learning support
	Indicative Reading

Books

· Altman D G. Practical statistics for medical research. 2nd ed. Chapman and Hall; 1999
· Brown B, Crawford P, Hicks C.  Evidence-based research dilemmas and debates in health care. Open University Press; 2003
· Guyatt G, et al. Users’ guides to medical literature: essentials of evidence-based clinical practice. 2nd ed. McGraw Hill Medical; 2008
· Haig A, Donzier M. Systematic searching for evidence in medical education. AMEE Secretariat (Association for Medical Education in Europe); 2003
· Straus S E, Scott Richardson W, Glasziou P, Haynes E B. Evidence-based medicine.  How to practice and teach EBM. 3rd ed. Chruchill Livingstone; 2005
Websites

· Bandolier [online]. Available from URL: http:www.medicine.ox.ac.uk/bandolier
· Barbour R. Checklists for improving rigour in qualitative research; a case of the tail wagging the dog? BMJ. 2001 May 5;322(7294):1115-7. Available from:  http://dx.doi.org/10.1136/bmj.322.7294.1115
· NHS Evidence[online]  Available from URL: http://www.library.nhs.uk
· NICE guidelines [online] Available from URL: http://www.guidance.nice.org.uk
· The Cochrane Library [online]. 2011 [accessed 2011 Feb 17] Available from URL: http://www.thecochranelibrary.com
· UK Guidelines [online].  Available from URL: http://www.library.nhs.uk/guidelinesfinder
Other online resources

· Evidence Based Nursing. 1998 – present.  (Available via UoB online library ejournals)

· Evidence Based Mental Health. 1998 – present.  (Available via UoB online library ejournals)

· Evidence Based Medicine. 2000 – present.  (Available via UoB online library ejournals)
· ScHARR. [ online] Netting the evidence. A SCHARR introduction to evidence based practice on the internet. Available from URL: http://www.shef.ac.uk/scharr/ir/netting

	

	Teaching and learning activities

	Details of teaching and learning activities
	Lectures, tutorials, presentations.

	Allocation of study hours (indicative)
Where 10 credits = 100 learning hours
	Study hours

	SCHEDULED


	This is an indication of the number of hours students can expect to spend in scheduled teaching activities including lectures, seminars, tutorials, project supervision, demonstrations, practical classes and workshops, supervised time in workshops/ studios, fieldwork, and external visits.
	24

	

	GUIDED INDEPENDENT STUDY


	All students are expected to undertake guided independent study which includes wider reading/ practice, follow-up work, the completion of assessment tasks, and revisions.
	176

	

	PLACEMENT


	The placement is a specific type of learning away from the University.  It includes work-based learning and study that occurs overseas.
	N/A

	TOTAL STUDY HOURS
	200

	

	Assessment tasks

	Details of assessment on this module
	a) (Formative) A presentation on the topic of their choice (not formally assessed).
b) (Summative) Students will choose a policy, clinical, commissioning, management or educational problem that will be agreed with their tutor. They will submit a 3000-word report on the available evidence, culminating in recommendations for implementation (where appropriate), and implications for practice and future research.  (20 M-level credits)

	Types of assessment task

Indicative list of summative assessment tasks which lead to the award of credit or which are required for progression.  
	% weighting
(or indicate if component is pass/fail)

	WRITTEN 


	
	-

	

	COURSEWORK


	Written assignment
	100%

	

	PRACTICAL


	Presentation
	Not assessed

	


	EXAMINATION INFORMATION

	Area examination board 
	Division of Medical Education, BSMS

	External examiners


	Name
	Position and institution
	Date appointed
	Date tenure ends

	Dr Vicki Taylor
	Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Health and Social Care, London South Bank University
	
	


	QUALITY ASSURANCE

	Date of first approval
Only complete where this is not the first version
	2nd July 2009

	Date of last revision

Only complete where this is not the first version
	

	Date of approval for this version
	June 2015

	Version number
	4

	Modules replaced
Specify codes of modules for which this is a replacement
	

	Available as free-standing module?
	Yes
	X
	No
	


� Set exercises, which assess the application of knowledge or analytical, problem-solving or evaluative skills, are included under the type of assessment most appropriate to the particular task.
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