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	MODULE SPECIFICATION TEMPLATE


	MODULE DETAILS

	Module title
	Advanced Research Skills

	Module code
	MDM141

	Credit value
	20 credits 

	Level

Mark the box to the right of the appropriate level with an ‘X’
	Level 4
	
	Level 5
	
	Level 6
	
	Level 7
	X
	Level 8
	

	
	Level 0 (for modules at foundation level)
	
	

	Entry criteria for registration on this module

	Pre-requisites
Specify in terms of module codes or equivalent
	Students are normally expected to have completed MDM10 Research Methods & Critical Appraisal – or equivalent.

	Co-requisite modules

Specify in terms of module codes or equivalent
	MDM10 Research Methods & Critical Appraisal AND Dissertation Module (MDM94/96/98/100 or equivalent)

	Module delivery

	Mode of delivery
	Taught
	X
	Distance
	
	Placement
	
	Online
	

	  
	Other
	

	

	Pattern of delivery
	Weekly
	
	Block
	
	Other
	X

	

	When module is delivered
	Semester 1
	
	Semester 2
	
	Throughout year
	X

	
	Other
	

	Brief description of module content and/ or aims
Overview (max 80 words)
	This module aims to advance knowledge and practice of Research by synthesising a wide range of sources to underpin an advanced level of knowledge of theory and practice in research skills. It builds upon teaching in other modules and in a programme of Research Skills Workshops to assess the application of advanced theoretical learning in practical outputs – with a strong emphasis on analysis, synthesis, reflexivity and application of theory to practice in the context of the students’ own research projects. In this way, practical research skills are raised to a higher, advanced level – which is reflected in the module assignment.

	Module team/ author/ coordinator(s)
	John L. Anderson (Module lead)

Muzaffar Malik (Deputy module lead))
Jim Price;

Richard Whale;

Naji Tabet.

	School
	Division of Medical Education, BSMS

	Site/ campus where delivered
	Falmer
Can be delivered at other locations

	Course(s) for which module is appropriate and status on that course

	Course
	Status (mandatory/ compulsory/ optional)

	MRes
	Optional

	Other postgraduate courses
	Optional


	MODULE AIMS, ASSESSMENT AND SUPPORT

	Aims
	The aims of this Module are to:
· Equip students with an advanced level of specific research skills which are appropriate to their work;

· Allow them to gain a greater (advanced), in-depth understanding of the research-base and reasons for particular conventions and modes of operating in research;

· Be able to reflect upon their practice as researchers and to inform their practice in an advanced, professional manner. 

	Learning outcomes
	On successful completion of this module students are expected to be able to apply an advanced knowledge base and demonstrate the acquisition of practical research skills, analysing and synthesising information from a wide range of sources, to:
1. the development and production of procedures and information sheets for obtaining informed consent in research;
2. the preparation of a research proposal for submission to a Research Ethics Committee;

AND ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
3. establishing and implement an appropriate framework for Sampling and Sample size (Power) Calculations; 

4. inform, develop and apply appropriate Interviewing Skills;

5. inform, develop and apply Focus Group skills;

6. inform, develop and apply appropriate skills for conducting Systematic Reviews.
7. inform, develop and apply appropriate statistical/qualitative data analysis frameworks.

	Content
	Core:

Procedures and information sheets for obtaining informed consent in research;

Research Proposal for submission to a Research Ethics Committee;
Options (choice of ONE):

Sampling and Sample Size (Power) Calculations; 

Interviewing Skills;

Focus Group Skills;

Systematic Reviews;
Statistical Analysis
Analysing Qualitative Data

	Learning support
	Teaching methods include:

· Lectures

· Debate and Discussion

· Presentations

· Group work

· Personal reflection

· Action Learning Sets

· Individual tutorials


Learning will be supported further by the use of prepared notes, selected reading and all usual visual aids.  Students will be expected to support their learning by the use and critical appraisal of published material such as peer-reviewed research articles.

As part of student’s self-directed study, they will be required to undertake reading and formative assignments in preparation for the contact study time.  Their Tutor will outline key sources of information during individual contact sessions.
Health Research Authority http://www.hra.nhs.uk/

	

	Teaching and learning activities

	Details of teaching and learning activities
	The majority of the teaching will take place in workshop formats which include a blend of theory and practice in each aspect of the module. 
In addition there will be individual tutorial support to facilitate students’ self-directed study.

Mandatory Workshops:

· Obtaining informed consent in research;

· The preparation of a research proposal for submission to a Research Ethics Committee;

Optional Workshops (one):

· Interviewing Skills;

· Focus Group skills;

· Sampling & Sample Size (Power) Calculations;
· Systematic Reviews.
· Statistical Analysis
· Analysing Qualitative Data
All workshops include a blend of activities including:

· Lectures;

· Group discussions;

· Practical tasks;

· Role play.

	Allocation of study hours (indicative)
Where 10 credits = 100 learning hours
	Study hours

	SCHEDULED


	This is an indication of the number of hours students can expect to spend in scheduled teaching activities including lectures, seminars, tutorials, project supervision, demonstrations, practical classes and workshops, supervised time in workshops/ studios, fieldwork, external visits, and work-based learning.
	5

	

	GUIDED INDEPENDENT STUDY


	All students are expected to undertake guided independent study which includes wider reading/ practice, follow-up work, the completion of assessment tasks, and revisions.
	195

	

	PLACEMENT


	The placement is a specific type of learning away from the University that is not work-based learning or a year abroad.


	

	TOTAL STUDY HOURS
	200

	

	Assessment tasks

	Details of assessment for this module
	A 3,000 word written assignment in which the student present the following:
· A rationale for, and reflection upon, the development and production of procedures and information sheets for obtaining informed consent in research (Participant Information Sheet & Consent Form to be included in Appendix);

· A rationale for, and reflection upon, the preparation of a research proposal for submission to a Research Ethics Committee (Form to be included in Appendix);

AND ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
· A rationale for, and reflection upon, an appropriate framework for Sampling and Power Calculations;
· An informed account of, and reflection upon, Interviewing Skills acquired;

· An informed account of, and reflection upon, Focus Group skills;

· An informed account of, and reflection upon, appropriate skills for Systematic Reviews;

· An informed account of, and reflection upon appropriate statistical/qualitative data analysis frameworks
NB: Each of these should be fully supported by an analysis of the research-base and should demonstrate a high level of synthesis of theory and practice. 

	Types of assessment task

Indicative list of summative assessment tasks which lead to the award of credit or which are required for progression.  
	% weighting
(or indicate if component is pass/fail)

	WRITTEN 


	Written exam
	

	

	COURSEWORK


	Written assignment/ essay, report, dissertation, portfolio, project output, set exercise
	100%

	

	PRACTICAL


	Oral assessment and presentation, practical skills assessment, set exercise
	

	


	EXAMINATION INFORMATION

	Area examination board 
	Division of Medical Education, BSMS

	Refer to Faculty Office for guidance in completing the following sections

	External examiners


	Name
	Position and institution
	Date appointed
	Date tenure ends

	Professor Jennifer Cleland
	John Simpson Chair of Medical Education Research, School of Medicine and Dentistry, University of Aberdeen
	September 2015
	September 2019


	QUALITY ASSURANCE

	Date of first approval
Only complete where this is not the first version
	14th April 2014

	Date of last revision

Only complete where this is not the first version
	N/A

	Date of approval for this version
	June 2016

	Version number
	2

	Modules replaced
Specify codes of modules for which this is a replacement
	N/A

	Available as free-standing module?
	Yes
	X
	
	


� Set exercises, which assess the application of knowledge or analytical, problem-solving or evaluative skills, are included under the type of assessment most appropriate to the particular task.
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